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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as Express Mail, postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-14J0 pursuant to 37 CFR I.IO on the date 
shown below as 

Express Mail Receij<{1^o. x''gV^78559751 US 
Name: Jame 
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TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Sada3aiki Ohnishi, et al 
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01/29/2004 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



In order to comply with discretionary regulations 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, attached hereto 
is a copy of Forai PTO-1449 and copies of the non-US documents (if any) listed thereon. These 
documents contain information which the Examiner may consider to be important in deciding 
whether to issue a patent in the instant application. 

For documents written in a language other than EngUsh, EngUsh language abstracts 
and/or explanations are annexed thereto explaining relevancy in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(3). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.56 as an Examiner might consider any cited docxmient important in deciding whether to 
allow the appUcation to issue as a patent, but the citation of each document is not to be construed 
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as an admission that such document is necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is 
mtended that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated 
that the Examiner in the normal com^e of examination, will make an independent search and will 
deteraiihe the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104 (a), and in the course of such search 
will review for relevance every document cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 

As this statement is being filed together with an RCE, no fee is due. 

Early and favorable consideration is respectfully solicited. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Dq)osit Account 50-1290. 
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Application No. : 10/767,230 



Filing Date 



: 01/29/2004 



First Named Inventor: Sadayuki Ohnishi. et al. 
Group Art Unit : 2818 



Examiner Name : AndyHuynh 



Attorney Docket No. : NECB 20.919 
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U.S. Patent Document 


Kind Code 
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Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 
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Publication of 
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Pages, Columns 
Lines Where 
Relevant 
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Relevant Figures 
Appear 
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Loboda, et at. 


12/12/2000 








6,054379 




Yau, et al. 


04/25/2000 
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Foreign Patent 

I>ocument 
Office' Number* 
Kind Code^ 
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2001-326224 



JP 
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HANDOTAI PROCESS, 

KENKYUSHO:KK 



11/22/2001 



2001-345317 



JP 



FUJITSU LTD 



12/14/2001 
09/06/2002 



2002-252228 



JP 



CANON SALES CO INC, 
HANDOTAI PROCESS. 
KENKYUSHO:KK 



2002-299337 



JP 



TOSHIBA CORP 



lO/n/2002 



2002-329718 



JP 



ASM JAPAN KK 



n/15/2002 
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Other Prior Art-Non Patent Literature Documents 
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Cite 
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Initial 



Include name of the airtbor (in CAPITAL LETTERS), tiUe of the article (when appropriate), titte of the 
item (book, magazine, jounial serial symposium, catalog, etc.), data, page(s), volume-issue nuniber(s). 
publisher, counlry. where published, source. 
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